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Hey Tennis Fam!
It’s that time of year.  The long 
awaited Annual NJTC 4x4 is just 
around the corner, and I know 
you’ve all been anxiously waiting 
for 2 years since it was cancelled last 
year.  Am I right?   

Well hopefully you’ve been seeing 
the flyers and ads out there, but 
this year will truly be a great event.  
We’ll slowly be unveiling the music 
lineup, but your first teaser is the 
Saturday music kickoff.  From 2:00 
- 4:00 we’ll have local favorite Mr. 
David Booker (you’ve possibly seen 
him at the Arvada Tavern or Klines) 
playing with his buddy Ben, in the 
Booker & Ben Duo.  And then from 
4:30 - 6:30 we’ll have our tennis 
buddy, Fritz Garger’s band, the 
Saddle Rockers! 

Your next teaser is that the 
champions prize will be something 
you’ll all be digging out an extra 
shot for.  A nice set of Belgian beer 
glasses will be going to champions 

“The long awaited 
Annual NJTC 4x4 
is just around the 
corner” 

T H E  P R E Z  R E P O R T

PJ Travin
President

of all brackets.  And your final 
teaser for this newsletter is that we 
currently have almost 20 raffle items 
from local businesses waiting to be 
raffled throughout the weekend.

Beyond that we’ll be doing both 
a food drive for the Community 
Table as well as a Tennis drive, 
collecting tennis gear for 
underprivileged kids in Guatemala.  
(see Lee’s article on “Tennis in 
Guatemala, page 8!)

Remember, your cheap entry fee 
gets you not only at least 2 fun 
matches, but also a heavy duty 
tumbler and drink tickets for any 
of the 4 breweries, wine, or White 
Claw hard seltzer.  Non-alcoholic 
drinks will be available as well, with 
free coffee from 5340 Coffee on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings.  

Want to get involved?  
We can’t offer all this value to 
participants and spectators without 
some help!  We’re currently looking 
for volunteers for the weekend.  
You can sign up for anywhere 
from a 3 hour shift to a whole 
day (or days), and get to wear a 
fancy NJTC Volunteer shirt.  Roles 
include: registration/raffle, bar tent 
(beer, wine, white claw), on court 
assistants, and music/vendor help.  
Hit me up with your interest level 
and we’ll get you scheduled to be 
involved!  

And now, click off from reading 
this newsletter and go straight 
to register for 1-2 events.  And 
then get your friends to register!  
This is guaranteed to be the most 
fun tourney you play in all year!!  
Register here:

https://njtctennis.com/events/
tourney/

  Cheers, 

N
E

W
S

B
R

I
E

F
2 3NJTC MAGAZINE NJTC MAGAZINE

NJTC Magazine
Address:  NJTC PO box 239 Arvada, CO 80001
E-mail:  info@njtctennis.com

Directors
PJ Travin, Greg Shepherd

Editors
Jen Stiebeling, PJ Travin, Vilura Haas, Jamal 
Heydari, Kevin Thistle

Website
https://www.njtctennis.com

Tennis Socials17

The Prez Report3

S U M M A R Y

10

4

7  
4x4 Tournament4 - 5

Tennis in Guatemala8 - 9

White Claw - sponsor6 - 7

Wheelchair Tennis 12 - 13

Keystone Weekend10 - 11

League Coordinator16

Odyssey Beerwerks - sponsor14 - 15

https://njtctennis.com/events/tourney/ 
https://njtctennis.com/events/tourney/ 


sdsd

High Society Pizza

After spending many years working pizza 
restaurants, Keith Naegel decided it was 
time to branch out on his own. His vision 
was to bring fresh, high quality ingredien-
ts and his own hand-made dough to the 
streets of Denver and beyond. To Keith it is 
“necessary” to offer the BEST pizza served 
up hand-tossed, homemade and HOT!

After your time on the court, be sure 
to visit these awesome local food 

trucks parked adjacent to the ATC. 

We’ve assembled a versatile array of 
cuisines to sure to suit ALL palates!

F O O D  T R U C K S

Not only will there be 
tennis, music, and drinks: 
there’ll be great food too! 

Ragbag Bistro
RagBag Bistro offers a fun and versatile mix 
of European, Asian, and South American 
cuisine, creating tacos, burgers and hot san-
dwiches with a twist. Vegetarian and vegan 
items round out this creative and inviting 
menu. Yummy and healthy to boot!

Friday, 14th 4:00 PM on...

Gyros King

Scientists tell us that the Mediterranean 
diet is one of the healthiest in the world. 
Stop by Gyros King between matches to find 
out why!

Offering sandwiches, soups, salads desserts 
and more, stop by Farmer Joe’s after your 
match to grab a healthy breakfast, lunch or 
dinner on the go.  

Saturday, 15th 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM on...

Moontime Crepes

Moontime Crepes specializes in organic 
crepe creations on the go. Looking for an 
affordable sweet treat?  Moontime brings 
pastries, desserts and other goodies right to 
you!

You KNOW what the most important 
meal of the day is, right?
Breakfast! At The Basted Egg the recipes 
feature seasonal ingredients sourced 
locally and made by hand. As the tour-
nament finals approach, grab a healthy 
breakfast and head to the stands to 
spectate!

Sunday, 16th 8:30 AM on...

Farmer Joe’s

Basted Egg

FO
OD
FO
OD
FO
OD
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FIND WHITE CLAW

THE PUREST
HARD SELTZER
IN THE WORLD®

PURE REFRESHMENT

GLUTEN-FREE 
GRAINS

PROPRIETARY 
PROCESS

PURE ARTESIAN 
WATER

NATURAL 
FLAVORS

THE LEGEND OF THE WHITE CLAW WAVE

When three perfect crests come together to create a surge 
of refreshment. Inspired by the legendary White Claw 

waves, we endeavored to craft a new level of refreshment as 
pure as their white-capped crowns. The result? The Purest 

Hard Seltzer in the World®.
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G U E S T  A R T I C L E

TENNIS IN

GUATEMALA

Lee Duhl
Club Rep

So how did Autumn end up in Guatemala?
It’s a long story. The abbreviated version is that as a senior in college she began volunteer work for a nonprofit in 
Spokane, WA. The organization, known as the International Assistance Program (IAP). IAP works in partnership 
with Guatemalan Relief for the Assistance for Childrens Educational Services, which is the U.S.-based nonprofit that 
supports Escuela Integrada on the foundational belief that education provides the door to life for Guatemalans 
living in poverty. Children attending school here are indigenous and live with the effects of daily prejudice, abuse, 
poverty and social inequity. Their holistic approach provides education, spiritual direction, and social opportunities 
for the children and families.

“The work we’re doing in Guatemala - and the work we’ll continue to do - is 
mission-driven. It requires faith at every juncture — in planning meetings, 
on home visits, and, certainly, when driving or walking through a country 
where corruption is the norm. This type of faith confronts fear in the most 
powerful way possible.”

In the years following college, Autumn worked in journalism and public 
relations. She stayed in touch with the executive director of IAP and wanted 
to find a way to serve with the organization in the future. Fast forward eight 
years: She made a career switch and is now a full-time teacher within the 
Denver Public School system. As such, she has the “gift of time” with the 
summers months open to fill as she desires. In January 2017, the executive 
director of IAP presented a need for publicity and ecumenical dialogue as 
Autumn was considering what to do with her first summer off. Autumn took 
a leap of faith and spent six and a half weeks in Guatemala writing stories 
and helping the school with various needs. This summer, Autumn returned 
Guatemala to continue the work she had begun. She currently volunteers 
at the school as a writer, social media manager, and general “boots on-
the-ground” ombudsman. Familiar with the situation, she arrived with firsthand knowledge of the challenges the 
community faced. This year, she inquired about introducing tennis to the children with whom she spent time last 
summer.

To follow is an excerpt from Autumn’s blog, describing her experiences.
Dear Friends & Family,

If there is anything in the world that will challenge your language abilities, I think I’ve found it. I taught my first four 
tennis classes in Spanish on Thursday and Friday. We rigged a net between a volleyball post and a fence on a soccer/
basketball court at Jocofut, a sports complex across the street from Escuela Integrada.

The kids were wild with enthusiasm about learning a new sport. On Thursday, I taught two 30-minute sections for 7th 
grade, with nine kids in each section, followed by all 20 of the 3rd graders at one time for an hour. I had this perfectly 
laid out plan of which skills I was going to teach and in what order, which I quickly threw out the window as soon as 
we got on the court. I was able to explain the “ready position,” the appropriate way to hold a racquet, forehand and 
backhand strokes, and, perhaps most importantly, how not to use your racquet as a weapon. On Friday, I taught two 
more grade levels, with the hope of introducing all of the grade levels to at least an hour of tennis before I head back 
to the U.S.

When we finished class, I asked to the owner about tennis and her decision to open Jocofut. She opened the sports 
complex in that specific neighborhood because many of the kids used drugs. They would carry paper bags with glue 
and other drugs to inhale. Her one rule when she opened Jocofut was that the kids could come inside, but they had 
to leave their drugs at the door. The first day Jocofut was open, she looked out the front gate and there were piles of 
paper bags and drugs. In her words, there were “enough drugs to put me in prison for the rest of my life.”

With regard to tennis, she explained that she did not build 
a court because it was known as a sport for the rich, and 
she wanted to keep Jocofut accessible for all. This stirred 
my social justice heart. I told her about programs in Colo-
rado, like Tennis for Kids, and other efforts to bring tennis 
to the masses. I also told her about the amazing people 
and tennis clubs who provided the racquets, nets and 
balls that I had with me. She told me about one private 
club that exists in Antigua and we talked about starting 
a relationship with that club so they could continue to 
provide lessons for the school after I leave. I met with the 
manager, and he is going to look into it. I also started a 
conversation with the sports federation for the town, and 
they are interested in meeting the kids, too.

Bringing the tennis equipment to Escuela Integrada requi-
red a couple Sherpas at the airport. (Thank you, Chip and 
Daniel!), a handful of incredibly generous people from Colo-
rado, and some really hot hours in the sun, but the kids have 
been so happy for the opportunity to learn a new sport. 

Thank you to Apex Tennis Center, Eric Mayer, Kyle Greufe, 
Michele Crouse and Jamal Heydari for helping make this a 
possibility!

Let this be a reminder to all of us that every day, behind 
the scenes, there are wonderful works of dedication and 
kindness that go unnoticed. To learn more about Autumn’s 
travels, tennis teachings and other good works, be sure to 
visit her blog at www.thefaithfulwriter.com. 

Support Autumn Jones’ volunteer efforts 
in Guatemala 

Bring gently used tennis equipment to the 
4 x 4 Tournament!

Your donation of new socks, tennis bags, smaller 
racquets and other related gear would be much 
appreciated. Of course cash is accepted, too! Whe-
ther you’re playing or spectating, you can drop off 
equipment for Autumn’s kids at the Tournament 
Registration desk on Saturday. Your generosity will 
go a long way toward offering a healthy athletic 
outlet for the kids of Jocofut and the local Sports 
Federation in the village of Jocotenango near Anti-
gua, Guatemala.

Recently I stumbled upon the story of a very inspiring member of our tennis 
community. I thought it important to bring to light the unseen acts of strength, 
faith and perseverance of K. Autumn Jones of Arvada. An accomplished educa-
tor, coach, journalist and volunteer, Jones has worked tirelessly to bring athletics 
to the youth of Guatemala, specifically offering tennis as an outlet and alternati-
ve to lives of poverty, drug use and hopelessness.

http://www.thefaithfulwriter.com


We have had a cancellation and 
therefore have one open spot for 

the trip.  If interested please contact 
Jen Stiebeling at

 jenstiebeling@gmail.com
First to respond gets in on a great 

trip!
$195.00 per person includes all of the 

following plus a two bedroom condo (quad 
occupancy)  for two nights

Friday August 17
1:00 - 5:00pm  Arrivals. Eight Courts available for 

Open play.
6:00 - 7:00pm  Reception
7:00pm              Dinner

Saturday August 18
8:00 - 9:30am  Breakfast
9:00 - 5:00pm  Organized Tennis. Two 2 hour       

Doubles sessions per person, to 
include an optional one hour drill 
with Apex Pro Jamal Heydari (based 
on availability)                        

12:00-1:30pm  Lunch
6:30pm              Dinner

Sunday August 19
8:00 - 9:30am  Breakfast
9:00- 12:00pm Tennis. Eight Courts available for 

Open play with sign up.
10:00 am           Check out
12:00 pm           Lunch

Get on the wait list, go online to 
register today!

DELICIOUS FOOD

TENNIS

FRIENDS

K E Y S T O N E  T E N N I S  W E E K E N D
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“Tennis is already a difficult sport. Playing it in a wheelchair is another story.”

T E N N I S  I N T E R E S T

On Tuesday evenings over the 
summer at the new ATC facility 
you’ll find an animated bunch 
of tennis players speeding 
around the courts in specially 
designed wheelchairs. While 
these athletes were either born 
with disabilities, or suffered 
life-changing accidents, 
nothing keeps them away from 
what they love to do.

Chances are you’ve 
seen Bill Trubey out 
there. He is Executive 
Director of the Colorado 
Wheelchair Tennis 
Foundation (CWTF - 
www.cwtf.net). Founded 
by Jane Shafroth in the 
mid 1990’s, she first 
introduced Trubey to the 
sport in 1996. 

“Jane asked me if I wanted to 
give it a try. Within a very short 
time I was hooked! Some people 
might mistakenly believe that 
wheelchair tennis is a form of 
therapy or has something to 
do with rehabilitation. In truth 
it has absolutely nothing to do 
with that. These players are 
athletes. When we get out on the 
court we want to win. We’re very 
competitive!”

Since that time Trubey’s 

mission as a member - and now 
leader - of the organization has 
been to promote wheelchair 
tennis throughout Colorado, 
across the United States and 
beyond. A 501(c)(3) tax exempt 
organization, CWTF is made up 
of volunteers wishing to share 
their passion for the game of 
tennis. All are energetic and 
avid ambassadors for this 

specialized game.

A large element 
of Trubey’s 
position revolves 
around educating 
and training 
wheelchair players across the 
state. He assists coaches in 
creating local clinics. He also 
serves as the Rocky Mountain 
Wheelchair Tournament 
Director. Trubey is involved 
with Wounded- Warrior and 

Veterans programs, as well 
as many other local disabled 
sports and grassroots 
initiatives.

As executive director of CWTF 
Trubey works actively with Rich 
Berman, one of the leading 
wheelchair tennis instructors in 
the country. In recent months 
they have led sessions together 

held in 
conjunction 
with the 
Steamboat 
Tennis 
Association 
(STA). Some 
sessions 
have been 
designed 

for adult volunteers, coaches 
and staff, mostly able-bodied 
individuals. Others are geared 
toward high-performance 
youth, mostly local high school 
tennis players who may have 

never been in a wheelchair 
before.

According to Bill Luce, now 
retired former Executive 
Director of STA, the plan has 
always been to teach our 
kids, our juniors, how to play 
wheelchair tennis. We also 
believe that able-bodied 
people should get out and try 
wheelchair tennis. We want 
them to understand firsthand 
the challenges their peers face. 
We think it’s a good thing for 
everyone.”

Eight sport wheelchairs are 
available for use at Steamboat. 
The chairs are shared by all, 
and used for a variety of sports, 
including tennis. Individual 
chairs can easily cost more 
than $2,000 apiece. The effort 
is put forth in hopes of growing 
wheelchair tennis, making it a 
viable option for those seeking 
adaptive sports. Physically, it’s 
very demanding, because it 
requires a great deal of upper 
body strength. “You break a 
sweat really fast,” says Luce. 
“Players are typically very tired 
after a match; one can’t help 
but appreciate how strenuous 
it can be.”

“This is what helps grow 

the game, improve it, 
and introduce it to new 
communities,” Trubey says of 
the training. “It truly opens 
doors and developing facilities 
similar to Steamboat around 
the state and country would 
be a wonderful thing for our 
communities.”

NTJC will host the 2nd Annual 
4 x 4 Tennis Tournament from 
September 13th through 
16th. Trubey will play an 
integral role in orienting and 
organizing those not familiar 
with wheelchair tennis. A 
wheelchair tourney will be 
held as a featured part of the 
event. Be sure to come out to 

learn more about the rules and 
how it all works. 

Bill Trubey has been ranked 
in the top-10 A-Division over 
a 9-year span. He is a USPTR 
and USPTA certified wheelchair 
instructor as well as the 2016 
recipient of USTA Colorado’s 
Arthur Ashe Award recognizing 
individuals working to support 
underserved populations. He is 
also co-author of USPTR’s first 
Wheelchair Tennis Instruction 
Manual. He is an active member 
of USTA and NJTC, working to 
promote tennis within the local 
and national community. We’re 
fortunate to have him in our 
court!

Lee Duhl
Club Rep

http://www.cwtf.net


Much about the 90’s is a blur. The decade hit pretty 
hard with big hair, big clothes and big ideas that 
were quickly swept away in a big pile of baggy pants, 
Discman players and Sega consoles, behind the finally 
fading squelch of the American Online connection.

But before we packed away our pagers, an unlikely 
pairing of acquaintances conferred, then continued to 
stoke their brewing interest in…well…”brewing.” Home 
brewing, in particular. And so, our story begins.

It was a fantastic hobby, this beer making thing. Trial 
and error meant sampling a whole lot of beer. Life 
happened, as it does, but we tended to our hobby…
and we got good at it. Really. People said so. We served 
it at home parties and outings and eventually the 
discussion revolved around making more to supply 
the needs and wants of our adoring public (slight 
embellishment…I digress…). But the topic continued 
to resurface, the home brews improved, and even 
though our corporate lives trudged on, the notion of 
brewing this stuff for real wouldn’t go away.

Open a brewery, you say? Exactly. A brewery was born. 
Twenty years after the start of our hobby, Odyssey 
Beerwerks was formed to do the impossible – take 
that enjoyable hobby of creating fine craft beer and 
make it a business. Bringing new and exciting hand 
crafted beers onto our vibrant planet, at the same time 
enjoying and appreciating all you folks we meet along 
the way, is a damn fine way to “work.”

NAME
Odyssey Beerwerks

PHONE
(303) 421-0772

WEBSITE
https://odysseybeerwerks.com

ADDRESS
5535 West 56th Avenue #107 
Arvada, CO 80002

F E A T U R E D  S P O N S O R

“Bringing new and 
exciting hand crafted 
beers onto our vibrant 
planet, at the same 
time enjoying and 
appreciating all you folks 
we meet”

https://odysseybeerwerks.com


Both our coordinators are 
out of pocket this month.  

Here is another NJTC team 
that made Districts!

From left to right: Kim & Rick Bonczynski, Laura Pivovar, Kevin Thistle, Brent 
Janssen, Kim Melvin, Connie & Gary Tucker, Carl Roberts, Kim Hassinger, Jessica 
& Sean Mitchell

Congratulations to the NJ Blue 40+ 7.0 Mixed team that 
made it to Districts in July.

Captained by Jess Mitchell, they call themselves 
The Kim Possibles! Their 5-1 season made 

them the North II Division Champions and they 
competed in Districts at the Ken Caryl Ranch 

House this last weekend, but did not make it to 
the finals Sunday

Kevin Thistle
Social Coordinator
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Jen Stiebeling
League Coordinator

Mitzi Bare
League Coordinator

“More teams in Districts”

L E A G U E  C O O R D I N A T O R

“Great Summer”
Saturday Nights

S O C I A L S

The July Tennis Socials were 
a ton of fun at the New ATC! 

Last Saturday evening, old and 
new friends came to play. Lee 
and Josh came out for Date 
Night and my ole teammate 
Gary Ashley came by with his 
kids Kenny and Jennifer. Sue 
Bolton brought her A-Game and 
El Hefe to be the grill master! 
We were all set to start the first 
round outside when the rain 
came down and forced us off 
the courts. It only rained for 
about ten minutes but that was 
enough. The ATC staff was very 
gracious and made sure that 
we could continue inside. In the 
old days, we would have taken 
shelter under the gazebo and 
started the party early. 
That’s what I call good 
planning! 

As reported in a 
recent newsletter, 

our August 11th Tennis 
Social is going to be 
something special. 
Our friends at the 
Lakewood Tennis 
Association have 

invited and even challenged us 
to play against them at Morse 
Park (20th and Carr). We can 
only accommodate 24 players 
from each club with everyone 
else welcome to come and 
cheer us on and take part in all 
festivities. Lakewood always 
does it right, so good food and 
drink will be in good supply. 
This inaugural annual challenge 
will start at 8 AM in the morning 
and go until 12 Noon before it 
gets too hot or has a chance to 
rain on us. So, guys and gals, 
sign up now! Go to the NJTC link 
and register for this very special 
Saturday Morning Tennis Social. 
History will look back on us and 
remember the first LTA/NJTC 

Challenge, so let’s make it a 
good one!  Mark your calendars 
for this and the next two 
tennis socials which will be on 
Saturday, August 25th and then 
the Sunday before Labor Day 
on September 2nd. Yes, that’s 
right, on Sunday at the APEX 
Tennis Center the day before 
Labor Day. CU on the courts! 
Kevin Thistle, your social guy.  
PS, Morse Park has a great little 
water park for the kids too.

Register here

Kevin
email: socials@njtctennis.com
call/text 303-803-8120  24/7

https://njtctennis.com/summer-social-registration/
mailto:socials%40njtctennis.com?subject=

